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1. INTRODUCTION - WHICH MARKETS OFFER MOST OPPORTUNITIES FOR TABLE GRAPES FROM LEBANON? 

Lebanon has witnessed vast improvements in its exports of table grapes over the years especially with Lebanese grapes 
being renowned globally for their quality, flavor and taste. In fact, the country’s exports of table grapes have grown from 
USD 6.7 million in 2012 to 21 million in 2020, presenting a great opportunity to satisfy the remaining untapped potential 
and to enter new promising markets. 

Interestingly, Lebanon has a great opportunity to increase its market share in Europe and the GCC. 

This report provides an overview of Lebanon’s current production and exports of table grapes, its position in the 
international markets, and the available opportunities to enhance the country’s export potential with an overall aim of 
strengthening Lebanese exporters’ capacities and competitiveness. 

2. PRODUCT DEFINITION 

Table grapes are grapes intended for consumption while fresh, as opposed to grapes grown for wine production, juice 
production, or for drying into raisins. Vitis vinifera table grapes can be in the form of either seeded or non-seeded varietals 
and range widely in terms of colour, size, sweetness and adaptability to local growing conditions. 

Common commercially available table grape varieties such as Thompson Seedless and Flame Seedless are favoured by 
growers for their high yield and relative resistance to damage during shipment. Other less common varietals such as 
Cotton Candy, Kyoho or Pione are custom hybrids bred for size, appearance and specific flavour characteristics. 

Delving into the Lebanese market, main table grapes varieties include Baytamouni, Tfeifihi, Maghdushi, Jbaai, Globe 
seedless, Early Superior seedless, Black Pearl, Red Globe. The most important areas of production are the Bekaa and Akkar 
where cultivation is facilitated by the local climate, including a long period of sunny days over the year, fertile soil and 
adequate averages of rainfall, which ensure the appropriate Brix degree. According to the Ministry of Agriculture, seasonal 
availability extends from June to February. 

 

3. WHERE DO LEBANESE TABLE GRAPES CURRENTLY GO TO? 

 

Figure 1. Top export markets for table grapes from Lebanon between the years 2018-2020 - Source: ITC Trademap data 

As shown in figure 1 above, the top destinations for Lebanese exports of table grapes include Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait, 
UAE and Egypt. 
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European countries still lag at the slight exception of the United Kingdom. Shy attempts have been made to progress entry 
into other European markets and the Russian Federation. As such, these countries could offer potential in the coming 
years.  

4. WHAT IS LEBANON’S POSITION IN THE INTERNATIONAL MARKET? 

 

Figure 2. Leading Exporters for table grapes 2020 

As shown in figure 2, the largest exporters of table grapes worldwide are China, Peru, Chile, Italy, and USA .  

Lebanon's exports represent about 0.2% of world exports for this product, with its ranking in world exports at 25 (trade 
hubs excluded). 

Largest Table Grapes Producers 

By far, the largest producer and exporter of table grapes globally is China, and the top six producers, namely China, Peru, 
Chile, South Africa, USA and India account for more than 50% of global production volumes. 

Largest producers in the Mediterranean region 

The largest table grape producer in the Mediterranean region is Turkey (approximately 2 million tonnes), followed by Italy 
with production reaching almost 1 million tonnes. 

Table 1 Overview of table grapes harvest windows in the world’s leading production countries 
Country J F M A M J J A S O N D 

China x x x X x x x x x x x x 

Peru x x        x x x 
Chile x x x X x       x 

South Africa x x x        x x 
USA      x x x x x x  
India             

Turkey             
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Country J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Russia             
Spain      x x x x x x  
Italy       x x x x x  

Egypt      X x x x    

Lebanon x x    X x x x x x x 

Table 2 List of supplying markets for a product imported by the most potential European markets in 2020    

Exporter
s 

Importe
d value 
in 2020-

M01 

Importe
d value 
in 2020-

M02 

Importe
d value 
in 2020-

M03 

Importe
d value 
in 2020-

M04 

Importe
d value 
in 2020-

M05 

Importe
d value 
in 2020-

M06 

Importe
d value 
in 2020-

M07 

Importe
d value 
in 2020-

M08 

Imported 
value in 

2020-M09 

Imported 
value in 

2020-M10 

Imported 
value in 

2020-M11 

Imported 
value in 

2020-M12 

Netherlands 

World 146,041 142,192 173,086 129,404 50,853 50,748 20,735 19,817 20,777 34,415 73,772 119,755 

South 
Africa 

92,032 93,819 69,461 31,442 4,499 109 1 0 0 0 0 47,921 

Peru 35,505 25,906 25,085 3,722 276 14 0 0 0 4,309 36,942 29,629 

India 19 13,150 53,323 39,304 15,083 1,300 5 1 0 0 0 0 

Germany 

World 58,209 57,780 60,808 55,646 37,254 45,095 51,831 81,592 117,745 92,460 98,425 48,529 

Italy 2,961 709 248 748 1,513 3,702 23,441 53,365 64,180 58,315 49,958 9,223 

South 
Africa 

30,348 35,394 29,118 25,656 7,313 3,759 1,584 64 25 60 35 6,702 

Spain 1,934 734 358 322 106 526 8,809 13,707 35,167 14,167 23,701 3,580 

United Kingdom 

World 72,093 63,208 63,490 61,908 35,436 53,627 31,951 34,749 44,712 63,078 77,381 75,087 

South 
Africa 

54,079 50,642 36,696 12,917 770 344 28 0 0 0 76 19,793 

Spain 115 0 75 37 1 709 10,307 21,207 26,979 31,323 19,526 2,007 

Egypt 0 0 0 0 1,884 42,942 14,840 1,905 125 0 0 0 

France 

World 9,507 8,173 7,628 7,193 6,509 8,250 13,408 22,662 37,383 43,123 37,464 22,322 

Italy 1,455 481 36 140 383 2,943 8,927 19,279 34,390 39,438 31,470 10,559 

Spain 3,499 1,441 1,137 1,008 987 417 1,368 2,500 2,199 2,919 5,177 8,482 

Chile 265 590 1,276 2,285 2,739 1,539 391 55 11 21 0 161 

Lebanon’s table grapes harvest season is from June till February as shown in Table 1, whereas in the European competitive 
countries it’s from June till November in Spain and from July till November in Italy. Thus, there is a window for the 
Lebanese table grapes in December and February. 
South Africa, on the other hand, notably appears as a top exporter to several EU countries with the harvest season 
appearing at its peak during the period between December and April. However, it is worth noting that exports from South 
Africa – during the harvest season – are the highest in January and February, and the lowest in April.  
Delving deeper into the EU markets, several countries appear particularly interesting for Lebanon, during the latter’s 
harvest season and in reference to the supply by top exporters, as follows: 

- The Netherlands, during the months of December and January given the drastic drop in the supply of table grapes 
by India. 

- Germany, during the months of December, January and February, given the drop in the supply by Italy and Spain 
- The United Kingdom, during the months of December, January and February, given the drop in the supply by Spain 

and Egypt 
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- France, during the months of December, January and February, given the drop in the supply by Italy, Spain and 
mainly Chile. 

 
 

5. WHAT ARE THE TRENDS IN TRADE IN THE 20 LARGEST IMPORTING COUNTRIES? 
 
5.1 WHAT ARE WHAT ARE THE TRENDS IN TRADE IN THE 20 LARGEST IMPORTING COUNTRIES? 

The world total import value of table grapes has been steadily increasing during the period 2016 to 2020 reaching almost 
USD 9.9 billion in 2020. As the figure below shows, the United States is by far the largest importer in the world and its 
import value increased by 13% between 2016 and 2020. Netherlands is also a prominent table grapes importer 
internationally. 

The European region is the second largest importing market of table grapes after the US. The main importers in the EU 
are: Germany, Netherlands, UK, France, Poland  and Spain. 

As for the Asian market, China is the main importer of table grapes, followed by Hong Kong China and Russia. 

 

The table grapes market is projected to reach a total market size of USD 86 billion in 2024 from USD 50 billion in 2018. 
Prices have also been witnessing increases coupled with an increase in the per capita consumption of table grapes in the 
years to come. 

5.2 WHAT ARE THE TRENDS IN TRADE IN THE GCC? 

The demand for grapes in all GCC markets is typically year round. Despite the fact that these markets do not compare to 
the mass of North America and Europe, the small market experienced a remarkable increase in demand in 2020, with 
the exception of Bahrain that witnessed a 26% drop in table grapes imports in that year.  

Lebanon’s top GCC destination for table grapes is Saudi Arabia, followed by Oman, Kuwait and  UAE.  

 
WHAT ARE INTERESTING MARKETS FOR THE FUTURE? 
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For the purpose of identifying potential markets for Lebanese exports of table grapes, a model was built to include 
indicators such as worldwide imports, exports and export growth from Lebanon, a comparison between tariffs facing 
Lebanon and leading competitors in the market, average distance and concentration of suppliers, import trade windows, 
GDP and others. 

Based on the calculation and analysis of the figures, 7 countries were identified as promising and offering great 
opportunities for Lebanese exporters of table grapes. These countries include Saudi Arabia, Netherlands, UK, Qatar, 
Russia, UAE, and Malaysia.  

Table 3 below provides an overview of these potential export markets including the main used indicators.  

 

Table 3 Top 7 potential export markets for table grapes from Lebanon 

Country 
Import 

value 2020 
(Mn USD) 

Annual 
growth 

'16-'20 (%) 

Value 
imported in 
2020 from 
Lebanon 
(Mn USD) 

Annual 
growth 

'16-'20 from 
Lebanon (%) 

Average 
distance of 
suppliers 

Concentration 
of suppliers 

GDP 

Saudi Arabia 84 5% 7.5 n.a. ++ ++ ++ 
Netherlands 800 6% 0.2 n.a. ++ ++ + 
UK 681 0% 0.6 n.a. ++ ++ + 
Qatar 11 13% 0.9 n.a. ++ ++ + 
Russia 361 12% 0.034 n.a. ++ ++ + 
UAE 58 -11% 2.5 n.a. ++ ++ + 
Malaysia 84 6% 0.2 n.a. n.a. ++ +++ 

 

 

TIPS  

1. Given the fierce competition from European suppliers, good quality, adequate packaging in punnets as needed 
for supermarkets and compliance with various certifications, are preconditions for market entry of Lebanese 
grapes to the European market.  

Adapting agricultural varieties and practices to the requirements of international markets is essential to respond to 
demand in these desired markets (USAID) 


